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upposing you've got 
nothing better to do this 
weekend, why don’t 
you pop along down to 
Lincolnshire with your meta l- 
detector and trusty dogand dig 
upafew fields? You'll probably 
find nothing other than the odd 
worm or two. But then again, 
you might just turn up bad 
King John’s crown jew els. 

t, that’s where they 
were last reported seen back in 
the 13th Century. when the bor- 
der between Norfolk and 
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Lincolnshire was part of the 
Wash. Poor old King John, in 
his haste to cross the estuary, 
made the ill-advised crossi 
the wrong time with the result 
that his entourage, and most of 
the nation’s treasures were 
consigned to the sw irling tides 
and the hungry quicksands. 
Adds a new dimension to the 
expression “lostin the wash 

The land's been drai 
since then,soit’salmost certain 
that the jewels are somew here 
out there, nestling under an 
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of a lot of lost loot out 

rd work and a lot of luck, 
a share... By Adrian Furness 


innocuous turnip in the middle 
of some vast mediaeval mead- 
ow. OK.so it's been a while. But 
hell, diamonds and gold don’t 
rust... they just go up in value. 
‘And that's only the half of it. 
What with one thing and 
another, quite a few startling e 
ait ais 
the ies, Ships, ings. 2 
even entire countries and civ 
izations have disappeared off, 
or under, the face of the Earth. 
Read on for the Focus Top 20 = 
Missing In Actions... > 
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4 The Crystal 

skulls of wisdom 

Native American legend tells of 13 
life-size crystal skulls, used by the 
s and Mayans, which could 
speak and sing and Knew the des- 
tiny of mankind. But they would tell 
their secrets only when re-united. In 
1927, British explorer Frederick 
Mitchell-Hedges found a crystal 
skull under the altar of Mayan tem- 
ple ruins excavated in the jung 
Belize. Other skulls have been 
covered, and although some have 
now been exposed as fakes, that 
first one— the Skull of Doom -and 
ned. If 
four have been found, that leaves 
just nine missing skulls standing 
between man and the answer to life, 
the universe and everything, 


(2) The Bard's lost play 
In 1598, university student Francis 
Meres listed Loves Labours Won 
as well as Loves Labours Lost 
among Shakespeare's comedies. 
Scholars thought this was cither a 
mistake or an alternative title for 
The Taming of the Shrew, but in 
1953 a fragment of a bookseller's 
list for 1603 turned up listing The 
Shrew along with both the Love's 
Labours titles. Shakespeare obvi- 
ously realised Loves Labours Lost 
was crying out for sequel. 


O The Pyramids 

Two are still missing: the pyramid of 
the pharaoh Menkauhor — “The 
Pyramid whichis Divine of Places” 
=and of Neferkare, famed in antiq- 
uity as “The Enduring and Living 


Pyramid”. Both lie somewhere 
ander the cande af E ‘Raine 


Soddom and Gomorrah 

The exact whereabouts of the 
wicked cities of the plain consumed 
by fire and brimstone are unknown, 
but archacologists say they're prob- 
ably lurking somewhere under the 
waters of the southern Dead Sea. 


6) Alexander's tomb 

Somewhere under his own city of 
Alexandria lies Alexander the 
Great, whose urine, according to 
legend, smelt of violets. The 32- 

old world conqueror died in 
Babylon in 323 BC. Afteı 
long! 2 funeral proc 


f a, built i Ptolemy: at the main 
ads in Alexandria, 

In antiquity it was a major tourist 
attraction even though one of 
Ptolemy's hard-up successors melt- 
ed down the gold sarcophagus and 
replaced it with glass. In the first 
century AD Emperor Augustus 
came to pay his respects and 
crowned Alexander's body with a 
gold diadem. But after that the 
mists of time close over the tomb, 
and by the Sth Century, visitors to 
the city are no longer mentioning it. 

We know the Sema was in south 
east Alexandria, and in the 1850s 
there were claims that the body had 
been seen there beneath the al- 
Nabi Danyal mosque, and that 
ruins of the Ptolemaic tomb com- 
plex had been discovered. 


D The mystery of the 
Mercedes Silver Arrow 
The most beautiful and sought- 


after of lost racing cars, ade in 
ha 102 


When all thirteen crystal skulls are 
reunited man’s fate will be known 
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Somewhere in the Egyptian 
sands lie two “new” pyramids 
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skull under the altar of Mayan tem- 
ple ruins excavated in the jungles of 
Belize. Other skulls have been dis- 
covered, and although some have 
now been exposed as fakes, that 
first one— the Skull of Doom—and 
three others remain unexplained. If 
four have been found, that leaves 
just nine missing skulls standing 
between man and the answer to life, 
the universe and everything. 


2) The Bard's lost play 
In 1598, university student Francis 
Meres listed Love's Labours Won 
as well as Love's Labours Lost 
among Shakespeare’s comedies. 
Scholars thought this cither a 
mistake or an alternative title for 


The Taming of the Shrew, but in 
1953 a fragment of a bookseller's 
list for 1603 turned up listing The 
Shrew along with both the Love's 
Labours titles. Shakespeare obvi- 
ously realised Love Labours Lost 
was crying out for sequel. 


“The 
Pyramid which is Divine of Places” 
~and of Neferkare, famed in antiq- 
uity as “The Enduring and Living 
Pyramid”. Both lie somewhere 
under the sands of Egypt. The last 
‘new’ pyramid uncovered was that 
of the Third Dynasty pharaoh 
Sekhemkhet, found in 1950. 


4 Another fine 

colourful mess 

Among the many hundreds of lost 
films is Laurel and Hardy’s 1930 
Technicolor movie Rogue Song. It 
was their only appearance in a 
colour film. Missing British films 
include a dozen made by Michael 
Powell. as well as Errol Flynn's first 
British flick Murder at Monte Carlo 
(1935), Max Miller’s comedy 
Educated Evans (1936) and Alfred 
Hitchcock’s second movie The 
Mountain Eagle, a 1926 silent star- 
ring Nita Naldi — and perhaps no 
real loss since the greatman himself 
dismissed it as “very bad”. 


(82 


E RICAGHUOr? S LON 
Somewhere under his own city of 
Alexandria lies Alexander the 
Great, whose urine, according to 
legend,smelt of violets. The 32-year- 
old world conqueror died in 
Babylon in 323 BC. After a year- 
long funeral procession he was laid 
to rest in a great mausoleum, the 
Sema, built by Ptolemy at the main 
crossroads in Alexandria. 

In antiquity it was a major tourist 
attraction even though one of 
Ptolemy’s hard-up successors melt- 
ed down the gold sarcophagus and 
replaced it with glass. In the first 
century AD Emperor Augustus 
came to pay his respects and 
crowned Alexander's body with a 
gold diadem. But after that the 
mists of time close over the tomb, 
and by the 5th Century, visitors to 
the city are no longer mentioningit. 

We know the Sema was in south 
east Alexandria, and in the 1850s 
there were claims that the body had 
been seen there beneath the al- 
Nabi Danyal mosque, and that 
ruins of the Ptolemaic tomb com- 
plex had been discovered. 


7 The mystery of the 
Mercedes Silver Arrow 
The most beautiful and sought- 
after of lost racing cars, was made in 
the 1930s on the direct orders of 
Hitler and went on to become the 
winner of a clutch of Grands Prix 
in the pre-war years. Along with 
other German national treasures 
the Silver Arrow was sent cast as 
the Allies closed in on Berlin,even- 
tually turning up in Romania. That’s 
where British classic car enthusiast 
Terry Cohn discovered and bought 
it, in 1988, from the old Ceaucescu 
regime. An asking price of $2 mil- 
lion didn’t prove an obstacle.“I paid 
for it — but then it disappeared 
again, probably spirited away by 
agents of the Romanian govern- 
ment,” says Cohn. “It has been 
sighted since and I think it’s now 
probably either in Switzerland or 
Germany.” If it ever comes to light 
again the legendary car will be 
worth between £6m and £10m. 
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Somewhere in the Egyptian 
sands lie two “new” pyramids 


Only the fictional Indiana Jones 
knows the secrets of the “lost” Ark 


Gerry Cranham 


Jockey Walter Swinburn on 
1981 Derby winner Shergar 


The luckless Silver Arrow has 
disappeared more than once 


Fleeing from Sodom: the fire and 
brimstone are now under water 


Quadrant Picture Library 


(8) The Missing Link 

As discussed in previous issues Of 
Focus, the one fossil that would be 
half way between ape and man has 
yet to be discovered. Evolution, it 
seems, ain't quite so neat. 


© The destruction of 
the Library of Alexandria 
Another mystery from Alexander's 
capital is what became of the 70,000 
books in antiquity’s greatest library. 
Almost every work known to the 
classical world was collected during 
the six centuries between the 
Library’s foundation around 300 
BC and its destruction in civil unrest 
in the late 3rd Century. The bibliog- 
raphy —also now lost—survived into 
the Byzantine era as the standard 
reference for all Greek literature. 
Obviously many other books: 
survived for centuries since it was 
later claimed that the library wi 
burned by the Moslems who cap- 
tured the city in 642 AD. 


40 Noah's Ark 

Sought after by generations of 
explorers on Mount Ararat, Turkey, 
where it has been variously identi- 
fied asa hip-shaped rock formation 
ora blur glimpsed hundreds of feet 
under the ice, Unconfirmed sight- 
ings obviously come two-by-two. 


“Į will describe,” wrote Aristotle in 
his introduction to the Poetics, “epic 
and tragic poetry, comedy toc We 
have the epic and the tragic, but 
where's the comic? ‘Tragically, lost. 


42 Raiders of the lost 
Ark of the Covenant 

Yes, the very one Indiana Jones was 
looking for. It was, according to the 
Bible, an acacia wood chest 4ft x 
2ft6ins X 2ft 6ins, covered in gold 
inside and out, and blazing with 
lightand fire. Builton Moses’ orders 
tocontain the tablets bearing God's 
Law, the Ark was carried by the 
es on their wanderings and 


43 Fermat's misplaced 


theorem 

In 1637 the great mathematician 
Pierre Fermat scribbled a note in his 
copy of Bachet’s Diophanti.Nextto 
the statement that x" + y” =z" has 
no solution where n is a natural 
number greater than 2, he wrote: “I 
have discovered a truly remarkable 
proof but this margin is too small to 
contain it.” Fermat left no explana- 
tion but that cryptic note, thus 
launching the greatest treasure hunt 
in mathematical history. This spring, 
after three and a half centuries, the 
problem itself was finally solved 
when the mathematician Andrew 
Wiles offered a proof based on the 
latest work on elliptic curves. 


44 The true cross 

Sought after by generations of cru- 
saders though it had already been 
found, according to legend, by St 


‘If this bad penny 
turns up it will be 
worth a mint’ 


Helena in 4th Century Jerusalem. 
‘The saint, mother of Constantine 
brought the 


45 The missing Jewish 

billions in gold bullion 

At today’s values, an estimated 
£100bn of Nazi loot from occupied 
Europe is still unaccounted for, but 
not necessarily lost forever. What 
didn't get shipped away to South 

ni 


y could well be gathe: 
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46 Venus de Milo's arms 
Missing, presumably still some- 
where beneath the Acropolis on the 
Greek island of Milos where the 
rest of her was exhumed in 1820. 


a King John's treasure 
On 12 October 1215, wicked King 
John rode — presumably by some 
sort of causeway — across the estu- 
ary of the Wellstream where it 
flowed into the Wash on the border 
between Lincolnshire and Norfolk. 
His baggage train, hurrying to keep 
up, followed him into disaster, liter- 
ally losi ¡everything in the wash,as 
the quicksandsand tides accounted 
for the nation’s treasures. 

Down into the mire went a vast 
quantity of treasure, jewels, gold and 
plate, including not only the king’s 
coronation regalia but also 
grandmother's regalia as J 
of Germany. The Wellstream estu- 
ary has long since been drained and 
reclaimed, so the king's treasure 
should now lie buried under the flat 
farmland somewhere along the line 
of the old stream between Wisbech 
and the Wash. Massive and costly 
excavations have been conducted 
to search for it — especially in the 
1930s when thousands of acres were 
dug over, without success. 

Whatever,it’sall too late for King, 
John, who died a week after the dis- 
er, reportedly a broken man, 


18 The lost Derby winner 
‘The kidnapped 1981 Derby winner, 
Shergar, would be an old nag now. 
reported pushing up Irish 
daisies. But who knows? 


49 Early Doctor Who 
Many of the Doctor Who episodes 
starring William Hartnell and 
Patrick Troughton are still unac- 
counted for. They were lost 
between 1973 and 1977 when the 
BBC decided to clear its archives of 
1960s back-and-white shows. The 
Doctor wasn’t quite exterminated, 
though, for distraught Whovians 
have scoured the world for copies 
with remarkable success. In 1988, 


Fleeing from Sodom: the fire and 
brimstone are now under water 


Patrick Troughton in the 1966 
“Dr Who and the Highlanders” 


AGK London 


17th Century copper engraving of 
the animals going in two-by-two 


TEICTENCE TOT IA 
Obviously many other books 
survived for centuries since it was 
later claimed that the library was 
burned by the Moslems who cap- 
tured the city in 642 AD. 


10 Noah's Ark 

Sought after by generations of 
explorers on Mount. Ararat,Turkey, 
where it has been variously identi- 
fied asa hip-shaped rock formation 
or a blur glimpsed hundreds of feet 
under thi Inconfirmed sight- 
ings-obviously come two-by-two. 
fi Aristotle's second 
book of Poetics 

“T will describe.” wrote Aristotle in 
his introduction to the Poetics,“epic 
and tragic poetry, comedy too.” We 
have the epic and the tragic, but 
where's the comic? Tragically, lost, 


12 Raiders of the lost 
Ark of the Covenant 
Yes the very one Indiana Jones was 
looking for. It was,according to the 
Bible, an acacia wood chest 4ft x 
2ft6ins x 2ft 6ins, covered in gold 
inside and out, and blazing with 
light and fire. Built on Moses” orders 
tocontain the tablets bearing God’s 
Law, the Ark was carried by the 
Israelites on their wanderings and 
even into battle. It stopped rivers, 
flattened mountains,destroyed ene- 
mies and brought evil on the 
Philistines when they captured it. 
About 1,000 BC King David 
took it to Jerusalem, where it was 
housed in the Holy of Holies in 
Solomon’s Temple. But after that 
the Bible hardly mentions the Ark, 
and according to the Jewish schol- 
ar Abba Ebanitseems to have been 
lost by the time of the Prophets — 
around 700 BC. Many a legend has 
sprung up around its fate. One is 
that Menelik, the son of Solomon 
and the Queen of Sheba, took it to 
Ethiopia. That's the story pursued 
by Graham Hancock in his book 
The Sign and the Seal, which says 
the Ark is now guarded by an order 
of monks in Axum, Ethiopia. 


Sought after by generations of cru- 
saders though it had already been 
found, according to legend, by St 


‘If this bad penny 
turns up it will be 
worth a mint? 


Helena in 4th Century Jerusalem. 
‘The saint, mother of Constantine 
the Great, supposedly brought the 
relics back to her palace in Rome 
where they are now to be found in 
Sta Croce in Gerusalemme. 

45 The missing Jewish 
billions in gold bullion 


At today’s values, an estimated 
loot from occupied 


Europe 
not necessarily lost forever. What 
didn’t get shipped away to South 
America could well be gathering 
interest in Swiss or Middle Eastern 
banks. In fact, as recently as 
September 1996 it was announced 
that bank accounts holding Adolf 
Hitler’s royalties from Mein Kampf 
had been discovered secreted away 
in a Swiss bank by investigators on 
the trail of the Jewish billions. 

To get some idea of the scale of 
pillaging, in 1983 workmen found 60 
tonnes of gold bullion hidden in a 
monastery well in northern Italy — 
just half of what was seized by the 
Germans from the Rome Central 
Bank in 1944. The rest is still miss- 
ing. Andatleast £50m worth of gold 
is said to have been hidden in Lake 
Toplitz in Austria by three Odessa 
officers who died before they cold 
reveal the exact location. 


‘The British Museum 


coronation regalia but also MS 
grandmother's regalia as Empress 
of Germany. The Wellstream estu- 
ary has longsince been drained and 
reclaimed, so the king's treasure 
should now lie buried under the flat 
farmland somewhere along the line 
of the old stream between Wisbech 
and the Wash. Massive and costly 
excavations have been conducted 
to search for it — especially in the 
1930s when thousands of acres were 
dug over, without success. 
Whatever,it’sall too late for King 
John, who died a week after the dis- 
aster, reportedly a broken man. 


18 The lost Derby winner 
‘The kidnapped 1981 Derby winner, 
Shergar, would be an old nag now. 
reported pushing up Irish 
ss, But who knows? 
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19 Early Doctor Who 

ny of the Doctor Who episodes 
starring William Hartnell and 
Patrick Troughton are still unac 
counted for. They were lost 
between 1973 and 1977 when the 
BBC decided to clearits archives of 
1960s back-and-white shows. The 
Doctor wasn’t quite exterminated, 
though, for distraught Whovians 
have scoured the world for copies 
with remarkable success. In 1988, 
for instance, it was reckoned 115 
episodes were still missing;now that 
figure is thought to have halved. 


20 The missing penny 
Just seven pennies were minted 
bearing the date 1933. These were 
issued in proof sets for ceremonial 
use by VIPs. Six are accounted for: 
three are in private hands, two in 
museums and one is under the 
foundation stone of a building in 
London. The seventh was also 
under a foundation stone — at the 
Church of St Cross in Leeds — until 
the stone was moved and the coin 
went missing, believed stolen, a few 
decades ago. If this bad penny turns 
up, it will be worth a mint. In 1994 
one was sold for £25,300. W 
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Reader offers and giveaways 


Arthur's World of 
Strange Powers 


rthur C Clarke, scientist, visionary How to order: 

and bestselling author, presentshis Simply complete the order form below 
owninvestigations of some of the most and return with your remittance to: 
fascinating paranormal mysteries. Focus Arthur Č Clarke video offer, 
Narrated by Anna Ford, this highly- PO Box 8, Burnley, Lancs BB101GD 


acclaimed TV series is now available 
For Access/Visa orders call 
T 0181 453 7000 


on video. Each volume, of the 3-part 
set, contains four episodes with a run- 


ning time of 100 minut each. 

ee ir rar rn 2 

H Focus Arthur C Clarke Video Order Form ! 

1 Please send me: 1 enclose a cheque/postal order made payable 1 

1 [Description Price [Oty [Value to Home Entertainment for the sum of £__| 

Y aur € Clarke volume 1 | £10.99 i 

{ [Arthur € Clarke volume 2 | £10.99 or debit my Access/Visa (delete 1 

1 [Arthur C Clarke volume 3_| £10.99 as appropriate) with the sum of £ — | @ Volume 1: Warning - 

1 e tes En ee 1 © Volume 1: Warnings from the 

i E Va 1 Future, Things that go Bump in 

1 Name, ee | | | i Night, From Mind to Mind, 

| Address Seas | Stigmata — Wounds of Christ 

| TE B. 1 @ Volume 2: Ghosts, Apparitions 

! ae posicode —— Signature. 1 and Haunted Houses; Fairies: 3: Messages from the 

| Daytime tel no (in caso of query) Ofer ls subject to availability and acceptance Y Phantoms and Fantastic Dead?, The Roots of Evil, Metal 

1 ——————_ Please allow up to 28 days for delivery 1 D) e a ve We yet e oie FF ver 
eo | Photographs; Have We Lived Bending, Magic and Mind over 

Lancashire, BB10 160 igs or sa | Before?, An Element of the Divine Matter, Strange Powers ~ The Verdict 


This month's _ 
Focus lucky dip 


This month, you could win Western videos, 
discounted beer, or a night viewer! 
a 


Night-time viewers 
Do you sail, fish, camp or even do the 
odd bit of UFO spotting? If so, Ye 
you'll be keen to hear of the new 
Mini Night Vision Scope from 
Moonlight Products. It's compact, 
smaller than most mobile phones, 
yet gives excellent visibility in the 


[15% off Beer Cellar beer 


worth 


Your Focus 
faxback 


For copies of 
articles already 
published in Focus 

magazine, on any of the wide 
ranging subjects listed below 
simply dial the relevant 
number from a phone linked 
toa fax. We will then fax 
you the articles of your 
choice (you will receive full 
instructions when you call). 


Full Index 
= 0891 662209 
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| Travel the world via bottle with The 1 
Beer Cellar's 24-country selection 1 
case of premium beer. The case q 
includes lagers from as far afield 1 
as China, Canada and Africa, as 1 
1 
i 
i 
1 
1 
1 
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well as a pale ale from home. 

1 The 24-bottle case costs £36.95 
1 plus £3.85 p&p but Focus readers 
Y can buy it for just £31.40 plus 
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